
Court Process 

The U.S. Court of Appeals for Veterans Claims provides judicial review of the final dee isions by the Board of Veterans' Appeals (BVA or Board). The Court reviews the 

BVA decision, the written record, and the briefs of the parties. 

A person who files an appeal at the Court is called an "appellant." An appellant appealing a BVA decision is bringing legal action against the Secretary of Veterans Affairs, 

who is also referred to as the "Secretary" or "appellee." 
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NOTICE OF APPEAL 

D l9Sued by the Court 
Optional 

The appeals proce9S starts when a Notice of Appeal is filed with the Clerk. The Notice of Appeal must be received 
by  the Clerk within 120 days a'ter the BVA decision. See instructions on How to Appeal and Rules 3 and 4. 

NOTICE OF DOCKETING 
Once the Notice of Appeal is filed, the Clerk will send a Notice of Docketing containing the Court's case number and 
instructions for both parties. The Court's case number is different from the VA's claims file number; Place the 
Court's case number on every pleading sent to the Court. See Rule 4(b)(3). 

COP'/ OF THE BVA D ECISION 
The Notice of Docketing instructs the Secretary to file with the Court and se,ve on the appellant a Copy of the BVA 
decision within 30 days. See Rule 4(c) 

RECORD BEFORE THE AGENCY 
The Notice of Docketing instructs the Secretary to serve on the appellant the Record Before the Agency (RBA) and 
file a notice with the Court certifyingthat the RBA has been se,ved within 60 days. The Record Before the Agency 
is a collection of: 
: All ma:erias tha: were contained in the daims file on the dstetbe Board isQJed the decision 
: Any other material from the Record before the Secretary and the Boa-d relevant to the issues listed in the Board 
decision on appeal 
: A list of any record matter that cannot be duplicated. 

MOTION TO DISPUTE THE RBA (OPTIONAL) 
The appellant.!:!!.s':t. file a motion to dispute the RBA within 14 days if there are documents mi9Sing in the RBA that 
a-e pertinent to the appea. Please remember that the Court does� receive new evidence. See RulelO (b). 

NOTICE TO FILE THE APPELLANT'S BRIEF 
Once both parties �re e on the content of the RBA, the Clerk will issue a notice instructing the appellant to file a 
brief within 60 days. 

APPELLANT' S BRIEF 
The appellant must file a brief within 60 days. Pro se appellants !llill! use the Informal Brief form sent by the 
Clerk. Refer to specific pages in the RBA to cite recorded facts instead of attaching copies from the RBA. The brief 

may� exceed 30 pages. Please remember thattheCourt does UQ! receive ne.v evidence. See 
Rules28,31, and 32. 

SECRETARY'S BRIEF 
The Secretary must file a brief with 60 days after se,vice of the appellant's brief. See Rules 28, 31, and 32. 

APP ELLANT'S REPLY BRIEF (OPTIONAL) 
The appellant� file a reply brief in response to the Secretary's brief. The reply brief may not exceed 15 pages. 
See Rules 28, 31, and 32. 

RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS 
The Secretary must file and se,ve the appellant the Record of Proceedingswithin 14 days after service of the 
appellant's reply brief or within 14 days after the reply brief was due (if a reply brief was not filed). The Record of 
Proceedings is a collection of ma:erias, that only come from the RBA, that is required to decide the appea. Only 
documents tha: are relevant to the issues decided by the Board that a-e on the appeal a-e included in the Record of 

MOTION TO DISPUTE THE ROP (OPTIONAL) 
The appellant.Ill.ii£ file a motion to dispute the ROP within 14 d<¥S if there are documents missing in the ROP that 
are pertinent to the appeal. See Rule 38.l(c). 

JUDGE(S) DECISION 

Cases may be decided by a single judge or, if the case presents a particularly significant legal question with broad a�!ication to 
more than one veteran, or presents a question of "first impression," meaning that the case presents a new legal question not 
considered by the Court previously, the case may be decided by a panel of three Judges or the en bane court (all nirie Judges). 
The Court may affirm the Board of Veterans' Appeals (BVA) decision in whole or in part, meaning the Court agrees with the BVA 
and will upl.old all or part of the decision. In the alternative, the Court may reverse (overturn), vacate (cancel), or remand the 
decision of the BVA in whole or in part, sending it back for action by the BVA or VA regional office. The Court may also dismiss 
the appeal, leaving the BVA decision in effect, if the Court does not hwe the jurisdiction (or legal authority) to consider the appeal, 
if the appellant has not followed the Court's Rules of Practice and Procedure, or if the a�ellant withdraws the appeal. 

MOTION FOR RECONSIDERATION (0 PTIONAL) 
After the decision, the appellant.Ill.ii£ file a motion for reconsideration within 21 days (or 51 days if outside the US, 
Puerto Rico, or Vlrgin Islands). See Rule 35 . 




