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Oral arguments generally are heard on the second and
fourth weeks of each month in Washiné:ton, D.C. As part
of its education outreach program, the Court has been
hearing two or three appeals a year at law schools or federal
courts throughout the EI)Sattion.

Generally, precedential opinions by the Court are published
in West's Veterans Appeals Reporter Series. All opinions
and decisions of the (B,'P(;urt are available, as well, on the
Court's Web site at http://www.uscourts.cavc.gov and
throu%h such online legal publishers as Westlaw® and

LexisNexis®.

View from the bench, at the U.S. Court of Appeals for Veterans Claims courtroom.

Questions of law decided by the Court may be appealed to
the U.S. Court of Appeals f}(’)r the Federal Circuit and then
to the U.S. Supreme (Plourt.

The Chief Judge of the Court generally conducts a judicial
conference every two years. The focus of the conference is
the improvement of tﬁe administration of justice within the
Court's jurisdiction. The conference involves the active
participation of distinguished members of the legal
community and attorneys and practitioners admitted to
practice before the Court.

®ne RAondredth Congress of the Wnited States of America

AT THE SECOND SESSTON

Begun and held at the City of Washington on Monday, the twentyfifth duy of January,
one thanumd nine hundred and eighty-sight

An Act

To smend title 35, United States Codn, to watablish certaim procedures for the
adjudication of claisms foe benefis ueder L Vatersn®

Lims
apply the p States ke,
to rulemakisg precrderes of tke Veteru: o
Veteeans’ Appeals and to provide fo al docisices of the
Thoard of Veterans' Appoala: fo provide o
attorneys for
hawy admisistersd by the Veleran i of
Eomprasaticn payable o veleeans wilk ecied disabllities and 6 maks
s in memarial affeirs
perrame aed foe wthet parmes

The Veterans’

Judicial Review

Act

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rey tives of the
Uhikd&mmof:ymnkﬂ in Cawmm:{ed e o

Dnveson A—Vermeans’ Junicias Review
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE: REFERENCES TO TITLE 4, UNITED STATES

fa) Store TrrueThis division may be cited as the *Veterans

TITLE I—ADJUDICATIVE AND RULEMAK-
ING AUTHORITY OF THE VETERANS'
ADMINISTRATION

SEC 0L DECISIONS BY ADMINISTRATOR.

b 2
11 is amended to rend as follows:

"(aX1} The i shall decide all i f Lnw and fact

e he Adeairaio o Selatsts ¢
fTects & L

I.dee nts or survivors of veterans. S to paragraph (2) of

this sl i mwd’:nﬂnnmguwwua
question shall be final conciusive and

mahwvmﬁnlorbymmﬂ.dui%mmlnm

nature of manda otherwise
N contoacs o parigreph (1} of this scbeection Hoss

) mathers abect o section 293 of s
" matters

tithe;
covered by sections T15 nnd TR4 of this tithe;
) e o i i chapeee 37 of this tile; o

ll.:; — '
accept, pri
the EHPJ

af carrying out
vale contribu-
eatablished by

in

f in the Trewsury a fund
rican  Batthe Monumen s

mection. The fund shall consist

? A) mounts depenited into, and intereet and. proceeds cred-
fted to, the fuud undar parsgraph (2t and et

eut this section. a8 determined by the

mubsection (hi,
be npgiropriat

under 2.
{2) The Chairman of the Commission shall deposit into the fund
the amounts that are accepted under subsection (1. The Secretary of
the Treasury shall credit to the fund the mbe

the fund.
(41 Amounts in the fund that are lng‘e:nahhe costs of earrying

irman of the Comminsion,

shall be TM in the Treasury s miscellansous receipts to
reimburse the United States for zmis appreficiated pursuant to
fh¥ .I\ur-un:’nw oF Fusming —There are heveby authorized to

111 $6,000,000 for site preparation. design, planring, construe-
tien, and d i ive coits for Lhe ina of

to in subsection (aX and
() suth sums 88 moy be n

rind iten.

APPROVED
NOV 18 1983

(R s Ry

the Memorial and other historical and memarial sites referred

for_the operation and

maintenance of such Memorial and other historical and memo-

-

of pe House of

7 ; Prsidint of the St oo

W‘




The Court was created with the signing of the Veterans'
Judicial Review Act (now codified in chapter 72 of title 38,
United States Code) by President Ronala‘f Reagan on
November 18, 1988. ﬁlis heralded a sea change by providing
veterans and their dependents, for the first time, the right to
judicial review of adverse rulings on claims for VA benefits by
the Board of Veterans' Appeals (Board), an administrative
review board within VA.

For over a century, veterans who were denied claims for VA
benefits or who d}i’sagreed with the findings of the Board of
Veterans' Appeals could pursue their lega% claims no further.
There was no independent judicial review of the adverse
decisions of the Board.

The United States Court of Appeals for Veterans Claims has
exclusive jurisdiction to judicially review final decisions by the
Board of Veterans' Appeals. The Court is located in
Washington, D.C., but it is a national court and may hear cases
anywhere in the United States. In addition to its review
authority, the Court has contempt authority, as well as the
authority to compel action by the Secretary of Veterans Affairs
or to grant a petition for extraordinary relief, under the All

Writs Act, 28 U.S.C. § 1651.
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Appeals to the Court are frequently brought by the veteran
or &mily member on his or her own behalf, with paid legal
representation, or with free representation provided through
a pro bono consortium. The Secretary of Veterans Affairs,
wﬁo is the appellee or respondent in each case, is
represented Ey the VA general counsel and staft of attorneys.

The Court's Rules of Practice and Procedure, including its
e-filing rules and Internal Operating Procedures, provide

guidance on its procedures.

The Court has adopted a federal case management electronic
case filing system to optimize the timely and efhcient
processizlf of its cases. Electronic filing procedures, which
in general apply to appeals in which the ap?ellant has legal
representation, providg automatic service of documents filed
with the Court and permit documents to be readily available
to the parties.

Motions and pleadings by appellants with legal
representation are required, with a few exceptions, to be
electronically filed with the Clerk of the Court. As an
appeal proceeds, the Court's central legal staft screens the
case. Active mediation procedures are initiated in
represented cases to faciji)itate a joint resolution of the appeal
before it is considered by a judge. If the appeal continues to
judicial review, it may be consigered by a single judge, whose
decision is non-precedential, or by a randomly selected panel
of three judges, which renders a precedential opinion.
Occasionally, an appeal will be considered and decided by

the full court (en banc).

Law clerks in the library of the
U.S. Court of Appeals jgr
Veterans Claims.

'The judges of the Court are appointed by the President with
the advice and consent of the Senate. Currently, there are
eight active judges and six senior judges.

Judges of the U.S. Court of Appeals for Veterans Claims 2015.

To obtain review by the Court, an appellant is required to file
a Notice of Appeal within 120 days after the date on which
the notice of the final decision by the Board of Veterans'
Appeals is mailed.

Issues raised before the Court include a wide range of VA
disability, educational assistance, survivor benefit, and pension
benefit claims. An appeal by a veteran or family member

may involve, for example, a denial of an initial claim for
disability benefits, a decreased disability rating that results in
reduced disability compensation, or a termination of disability
benefits.



“[P]roviding an opportunity for those
aggrieved by VA decisions to have
such decisions reviewed by a court...
is necessary in order to provide such
claimants with fundamental justice.”
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%S. Rep. No. 100418, at 50 (1988).




The United States Court of Appeals for Veterans Claims is a
federal court of record established by Congress to review
adverse rulings on claims for veterans benefits issued by the
Department of Veterans Affairs (VA), an agency which had

been sheltered from judicial review prior to 1988.

"[J]udicial review, by opening the

decisions of the VA to court
scrutiny, will have a salutary
effect on such decisions and
on the VA decisionmaking
process in general by involving the

judiciary as a check on agency actions.™
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The courtroom at the U. S. Court of Appeals for Veterans Claims.

*S. Rep. No. 100-418, at 50 (1988).

“The willingness with which
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‘k \ in any war, no matter how justified,
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" how they perceive the veterans ,;f g ‘
rl_l

cearlier wars were treated and
\ appreciated by their nation.” 558
\ : ~George Washinglon' s

- ) A _.;I,u'__.
- . 1 :
L o
*

The office of the Clerk is open during business hours,
Sfrom 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.,
on all days exf?’zﬁz‘ Saturdays, Sundays,
g

and legal holidays.

For additional z}zﬁrm.mbﬂ about the United States Court :y’zﬁfppem{r j?;r
Veterans Claims please check the Court's Web site at: hitp.//www. uscourss.cave.gov
or call (202)501-5970 ext. 1010.



